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Donors 2018-19 

Between $4,000 - $15,000 

Between $1,000 - $3,000 
Family Life Radio 
Henry Ford Allegiance Health 
Hi-Tech Flexible Products Inc. 
Jackson Host Lions Club 
Queen Of The Miraculous Medal 
Parish 
Fairbanks, Richard and Lisa 
Tripp's Auto Shop & Collison 
Center, Inc 
Marathon Petroleum Corp. 
MACI-Michigan Automotive 
Compressor Inc. 
Ferguson, Kerry and Deb 
Dawn Food Products, Inc. 
FrontStream 
John C. Butterfield Investments Co. 
Spartan Motors, Inc. 
CertainTeed (Saint-Gobain 
Corp.) 
Jackson Area Association of Realtors 
Louis Glick Memorial & Charitable Trust 
Macchia, John and Norma 
Advance Turning & Manufacturing  
Turner, Erma 
Hubler, Mollie 
Allan B. Copley Charitable Foundation 
Gaynell Fausell Charitable Trust 
 

 
 
 

 

Mabel Harris Charitable Trust 
Anonymous 
Loftis, Lynnea A. 
Natalie Field Foundation 
Seymour Ford Lincoln 
Curtis, Curtis &  Brelinski, P.C. 
Consumers Energy Foundation 
Bill and Vi Sigmund Foundation 
Jackson Community Foundation 
The BenjaMen 

 
 
 
 

Pictured (l-r) Angelita Velasco Gunn, AWARE 

Executive Director, and BenjaMen Michael 

Falahee, Brian Cooper and Mike Easter. 

www.awareshelter.org 

Annual Report  
October 1, 2018 - September 30, 2019 

P.O. Box 1526 
Jackson, MI 49204-1526 
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(517) 783-2861 Shelter Crisis Line 
(517) 783-2660 Shelter Fax Line 
 

(517) 783-1638 Administration Business Line 
(517) 990-6769 Administration Fax Line  
 

Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/awareshelter 

Page 25 

AWARE, Inc. 

Donors 2018-19 
Between $301 -  $500 
Rappaport, Leighanne 
Vancalbergh, Jeff 
Abbott, Karen 
Comerica Bank-Corporate Contributions 
Cornerstone Christian Church 
Hood, James and Sherry 
Kessler, William E. 
Kiwanis Club Of Jackson 
Napoleon Community Schools 
Olson-Kulka Foundation 
Reddy, Sadasiva Dr 
Rudolph, Eugene 
Spring Arbor University 
Young Professional Network - Jackson Area Association of REALTORS 
 

Between $501 -  $950 
Center For Family Health, Inc. 
Tractor Supply 
Michigan Opera Theater 
McEldowney, Debra E. 
Richmond Brothers 
Zuzelski, Ashley 
Vermeulen Furniture 
Brown, Grant and Anne 
Samuelson, Elody 
South Central Credit Union 
St Barnabas Episcopal Church 
Sargent, Richard and Marilyn 

Fitch, Jennifer J. 
Brooklyn Presbyterian Church 
Grass Lake Community Schools 
Draper, Thomas and Jeanne 
Aeroquip Credit Union 
Kudner, John and Jacque 
Paypal Charitable Giving Fund 
Gunn, Angelita Velasco 
GLG Print 
 

Between $1,000 - $3,000 
Butterfield, Jason 
Zombie Walk Jackson Revived 
Commonwealth Associates, Inc. 
Diversified Precision Products 
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Donors 2018-19 
Between $101 -  $200 
Walilcki, Richard and Shari 
Riter, Karen L. 
 

Between $201 -  $300 
Shelby, Jack 
Cushard, David 
Morrissey, Matthew and Becky 
CP Federal Credit Union 
Divine Wings Fellowship 
Braun, Kim 
U.S. Staffing Agency 
Art Van Furniture, Inc. 
Heeney-Phelps, Geraldine 
Johnny's Tree Service Inc. 
JTV 
Spring Arbor Free Methodist Church 
Swartout, Erin 
Subway 
Splash Universe 
Raduazo, Elizabeth and Anthony 
Universalist Unitarian Church Of East Liberty 
Bradley, David 
Welch, Alyssa 
Weber's Restaurant and Boutique Hotel 
Emmons Service, Inc. 
Jackson Symphony Orchestra 
Lynk, Patricia 
O'Shea, Colleen 
Slager, Harvey 
 

Between $301 -  $500 
Dove, Hickey & Boswell, P.L.C. 
Tyler, Olivia 
Quiet World Sports 
DBI-We Do Office 
The Women of St Paul's Episcopal Church 
Drake, Sue 
Knapp, Jeff 
Lang, Jamie 
Macucci, Mark 
Poplawski, Sarah 
Jackson YMCA 
Manager, General 
Miller Shoe Parlor, Inc. 
Grass Lake United Methodist Church 
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Greetings, 
 
I would like to begin this letter by thanking the dedicated staff, 
volunteers, corporate donors and individual supporters that make it 
possible for AWARE, Inc. to provide valuable services to the Jackson 
community.  
 

In 2019 and through the leadership of our Executive Director, 
Angelita Velasco Gunn, we expanded services to sexual assault 
survivors.  With funding secured in 2018, Angelita increased the 
AWARE team to provide more robust services, build critical 
partnerships and mature Jackson’s sexual assault response.  This 
work has enabled our community to provide better services with a 
victim-centered approach.  
 

The expansion comes in addition to the ongoing work to support 
victims of domestic violence. These services reach beyond our 
shelter and include counseling, legal advocacy and overseeing the 
supervised visitation for parents and children where domestic 
violence has been present.  
 

Angelita, Lee Knapp, Operations Manager, our staff and the AWARE 
Board Finance Committee diligently worked over the last three years 
to ensure that our funding streams support our priorities, which are 
core services for survivors.  
 

In 2019, we added a team member to focus efforts on marketing and 
fundraising. This position will increase our online presence, broaden 
our communities’ understanding of our services, and work on short-
term and long-term funding strategies to bring our budget into 
alignment. 
 

It remains our desire to partner with others in the community to 
provide services and to change views and behaviors regarding 
domestic violence and sexual assault.  
 

Again, thank you to this community for making it possible for us to 
invest in those that use our services.  
 

Sincerely, 

Amber McKee 

Amber McKee 
AWARE, Inc. Board President 

AWARE, Inc. Board President Report 
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Crisis Advocacy Volunteers & Interns  

Amber McKee, President 

Terry Langston, Vice-President 

Lindsey Erb, Secretary 

Kathy Davis , Treasurer 

Joy Gebhardt, Member at Large 

Ben Redmond, Member at Large 

Ashley Zuzelski, Member at Large 
 

 

 

 

Lisa Fairbanks 

Derek Hadfield 

Molly Kennedy 

Rachel Ritter 

Darby Rowley 

Andrea Rumler 

Kathryn Snyder 

Meghan Thiel 

 

Board of Directors 
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Donors 2018-19 
Between $101 -  $200 
Schreiber, Colleen 
The Sauk 
Shea, Mallory 
The English Inn 
Kaemming, David and Shirley 
Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center 
Lindley, Ann Marie 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
Allskate Fun Center 
Anchor Staffing, Inc 
Byler, Patricia 
Cunningham, Roger and Margaret 
Desnoyer, David and Karen 
Dessecker, Dirk 
General Manager 
Humayun, Naseer 
Oman, Mr. and Mrs. R Nels 
The Beach Bar 
Jackson County ISD 
NALS Of Jackson County 
Dysinger, Sarah 
Seekell, Christina H. 
Hampton Inn 
FiveOneSeven Salon/Spa 
Meckley, Ray and Louise 
United Way Of Metropolitan Dallas 
Barden, Marjorie 
Lapinski, David 
Chateau Chantal 
Hebert, Angela 
Horodynski, Julia 
Long, Lynette 
Anonymous 
Bostedor, David L. 
Christopher D Hoover and Susan M Winey Hoover Joint  Rev Trust 
Garcia Clinical Laboratory, Inc. 
Gerdau Social Responsibility Committee 
Holsinger-Friesen, Sarah 
Justin, James 
Lincoln, Kathleen 
Mroczka, Margaret 
Schultz, Lawrence 
VanSchoick, Dr. Timothy & Mrs. Cynthia 
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Donors 2018-19 
Between $51 - $100 
Laughlin, Jean 
Lavery,  Kathleen 
North Jackson Lions Club 
North Parma United Methodist Women 
Osborn, Janet 
Parker, John and Frances 
Raymond James Investments c/o Mary Todd 
Reynolds, Linda 
Scheppelman, Alan and Amy 
Snyder, Gerald and Anita 
Swartout, Stephen and Patricia 
Tassie, Donald R. 
Tobias, Amy 
Walker, Beverly 
Wolfe, Joe and Judy 
Gilbert, Robin 
 

Between $101 -  $200 
Brown, James and Terralyn 
Sandhill Crane Vineyards 
Burton, Lindall K 
Spring, Traci L. 
Bendele, Laura 
Amazon Smile 
Unity Church Of Jackson 
Buchholz, Heather 
Hale, Katherine E 
Hephzibah, Ella B 
Hillard, Lindsey M 
Howard, Kelly J 
Johnson, Nicole 
Knapp, Lee 
Mund, Donna L 
Target Stores #673 
Vaughn-Gadberry, Renee N 
White, Chelsi L 
Ann Arbor Civic Theatre 
Cascades Humane Society 
Hiler, Angela 
Leutz, Michelle M. 
Eaton Corporation - Aerospace Division 
Hanover-Horton Schools 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Art By Sheri 
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Greetings Friends of AWARE, 
 
Fiscal year 2019 was a year of growth and change!   AWARE, Inc. 
received funding from the Michigan Crime Victim Services 
Commission for sexual assault programming. The grant allowed 
us  to  hire a program manager and advocacy staff with expertise 
in working with survivors of sexual assault.  The grant also funds 
the Jackson County Sexual Assault Response Team, which is a 
multidisciplinary team of first responders. The team’s goal is to 
strengthen our community response to sexual assault crimes.   
  

Project collaborators include 911 Dispatch, Adult Protective 
Services, AWARE Inc., Blackman Police Department, Child 
Advocacy Center, Henry Ford Allegiance Health, Jackson 
Community Ambulance, Jackson Co. Health Dept, Jackson Co. 
Prosecutor’s , Jackson Co. Sheriff Department, Jackson Co. Victim 
Rights Unit, Jackson Police Department, Michigan State Police, 
Jackson Post. 
 

We are excited to be able to expand our sexual assault response, 
thanks to the support of our community and donors. 
 
Sincerely,  

Angelita Velasco Gunn 

Angelita Velasco Gunn, Executive Director 
 

Letter from the Executive Director 
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Staff  

Executive Staff  

Angelita Velasco Gunn, Executive Director 

Lee Knapp, Operations Manager 

SeQuita Brown, Director of Shelter Operations  

Jessica Embury, Marketing & Fund Development Manager  

Karis Tripp, Nonresidential Services Manager 

Alyssa Duhr, Supervised Visitation Program Manager 

Nina Thomas, Administrative Assistant 
 

Residential Services Advocates  

Evon Beavers  

Rebekka Green 

Alma Morgan  

Paulina Rosales Ramirez  

Catherine Williams  

Joanne Wimple  
 

Legal Advocates  

Heather Hunter  

Sue Griwatsch 
 

Sexual Assault Program  

Lane Lewis, Sexual Assault Response Coordinator 

Taylor Price, Sexual Assault Advocate 
  

Visitation Center Monitors  

 Chelsea Baxter  

 Sally Shaw  

 Neva Wenman 

 Dustin Wenman 
 

Counselors  

Valerie Daft, LPC 

Terri Schempf, LPC 
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Donors 2018-19 
Between $51 - $100 
Williamston Theatre 
Rein, Suzanne B Rein Trustee 

Between $51 - $100 
Adams, Patrick 
Fagin, Sheryl L. 
Hillside United Methodist Women 
Kelley, Tay 
Norris, Alan 
Rogers, Eric 
Schauffler, Gary and Pamela 
The Glass Junkie 
Haltom, Crick 
Langston, Terry and Sandy 
Phelan, Sandra 
Old Nation Brewing 
Jackson Calvary United Methodist Church 
Target Corporation C/o CyberGrants, LLC 
Adamczyk, Brian and Jane 
Albertson, Robert and Katherine 
Beiswenger, Ronald and Jane 
Boyers Tool & Die, Inc. 
Breniser, Patricia 
Cooper, Gary 
DeWolfe, David M. 
Dunigan, Candace 
Easton, Gale and Bonnie 
Edward Jones Investments - Kerry Ferguson 
Eicholtz, Cynthia 
Filip, Deborah 
FireKeepers Casino 
French, Irv, CCIM 
Gaitan, Ondrea 
Grass Lake Lions Club 
Hanchett,James and Michelle 
Herndon, Heather 
Holbert, Christine Fowler- 
Jackson College 
Holton, Joanne 
Wolfe, John 
Johnson, Catherine 
Jones, Ronald and Marvel 
Kroger 
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Donors 2018-19 
Up to 50.00 
Church, Sue 
Contessa Wine Cellars 
Epiq Escapes 
Francetic, Anthony 
Gormley, Angel 
Haring, Andrew and Judith 
Hoover, Jonathan and Susan 
Hudson, Dan 
Jannuzzi, Barbara T 
Kitchen-Chauncey, Karen 
Lifeways Community Mental Health 
Little, Mark and Lynda 
Lutz, Marjorie 
McKinnis, Sharon 
Mission Of Hope Cancer Fund 
Myer, David 
Parks, Diana 
Patch, Howard 
Phelps, Joyce W. 
Phillips, Theresa 
Rider, Betty and Roy 
Riverwalk Theater 
Schmittlein, Ken and Sharon 
Short, Patricia 
Thayers, Candi 
Holsinger-Friesen, Thomas 
Vanburen, Janet 
Vieta, Joanne 
 

Between $51 - $100 
Brys Estate Vineyard & Winery 
Chelsea Milling Company 
Hayworth, Diane 
Dettloff, Lorraine 
Brown, SeQuita 
Burke, Paula 
Halsey, Betty 
Hannink, Reyne 
Napoletano, Celia 
Phillips, Joy 
Ragotzy, Penelope 
Schreiber, Colleen 
Erb, Lindsey and Jason 
Mineweaser, Pamela 
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Mission Statement    
 

AWARE, Inc. strives to eliminate domestic and sexual violence 
while promoting social change and empowering survivors by 
offering shelter and services.  

 
Core Values    
 

Collaboration          

We recognize that our mission     
requires working successfully with  
clients, funding units, donors, the 
community, the court system, and 
other non-profit agencies.  
 

Impact 

We are committed to making a 
difference and effecting change in 
our community.  We will do this by 
supporting and empowering         
survivors, and being  leaders in the 
movement to eliminate domestic 
and sexual violence.  
 

Empowerment  

We believe in the right of everyone 
to live  a   violence-free life.   
 

Commitment 

We are dedicated to and passionate 
about our mission of empowering   
survivors of domestic and sexual vio-
lence.  We treat our clients with 
compassion and  acceptance.   

Agency Goals 

Provide quality housing and 
support services for  survivors 
of domestic and sexual 
violence. 
 

Enhance resources  to enable 
staff and volunteers  to  carry 
out the agency’s mission. 
 

Evaluate and coordinate 
preventative programs 
designed  to  eliminate 
domestic and sexual violence. 
 

Help I individuals  cope with 
crisis and empower them  to  
achieve violence-free lives. 
 

Facilitate education and 
collaboration within the 
community  to  promote social 
change. 
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The Jackson County Visitation Center is a collaborative project 
between Jackson County and AWARE, Inc. that provides visits or 
exchanges between parents and children where domestic         
violence has affected the family, and where contact between the 
parent and child could not otherwise occur safely or legally.  
 
Our staff team works cooperatively with courts and service       
providers to enhance the safety of children and adult victims 
from any abuse before, during and after visits at the Center. 
 
The Center provided 698 supervised visits, and 220 exchanges, 
serving 220 adults and children.    

Program Services 

The Shelter provides emergency shelter in a safe and supportive 
setting. The Shelter provided 5,525 nights of shelter to 146 adults 
and 104 children during this fiscal year. While in our shelter, staff 
work with survivors on goals to facilitate healing and self-
sufficiency.  
 
24-hour Crisis Line Services  
 

During this fiscal year, 834 crisis calls  were received by our        
advocacy staff who provided supportive listening, intake for   
shelter, and referrals  to other agencies.   

 

Jackson County Family Visitation 

Residential Services  

“This program has changed my life for the better in so 
many ways. I’ve been able to see my son every week 

now and grow our bond as father and son.”  
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Up to 50.00 
Frambes, Kenneth and Suzanne 
Kovenich, George and Vivian 
Krasny, Dustin M. 
Love, James and Ann 
Marchewitz, Caroline 
Miller, Edwin 
Moilanen, Philip and Karen 
Pryor, Megan 
Radzwion, Duane & Margaret 
Roy, Gloria 
Shroyer, Dorothy 
Spring, Virginia 
Swanson, Christie 
Tietjen, Margaret L. 
Watson, Kimberliie 
Watson-Roberson, Suzanne 
Ziegler, Susan Danek 
Zion United Methodist Church 
Fifield, Charles and Ruth 
Groulx-McConnell, Barbara 
Howell, Lola 
Jackson Transportation Authority 
Kwiatek, Nannette 
Porter, Mark and Michelle 
Weaver, Teresa 
Delaney, Jane 
Graves, Susanne 
Krupa, Gary & Jann 
Pung, Charlene A. 
Smith, Diane 
Uncle John's Cider Mill 
Vajda, Kate 
Theater& Dance At Wayne 
Etue, James 
KLAVON'S - VCL 
Griwatsch, Susan M 
Herrington, Serrina 
Weeks, Karen 
AI Fusion / UKAI Woodlake 
Annable, Karen 
Baker College Of Jackson (Steve Simpson) 
Beiswenger, William and Mary Kathleen 
Brindle, Paul 
Cataline, Chandra L. 

Donors 2018-19 

Adopt-a-Family Campaign 
 

Thank you to the following 
individuals and businesses: 

• Athletico Physical Therapy 

• Jenna Berkeypile 

• Heidi Debose 

• Diamond Accounting & Tax 
Services 

• Brian Drummond 

• Edwards Machining 

• Henry Ford Allegiance Health, 
Advanced Practice Providers 

• Jennifer Knapp 

• Marathon Petroleum Corp. 

• Peak Manufacturing 

• L J Ross Associates 

• South Jackson Community 
Church 

• TAC Manufacturing 

• Heather Thomson 

• Bob and Rose Tripp 
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Donors 2018-19 

Up to 50.00 
Baker, Karyl 
Maynord, Brian L 
Applegate, Richard and Cynthia 
Archambeau, Jane 
Cavanaugh, Carole 
Johnson, Richard & Mary 
LaFollette, Josephine 
Mulloy, Martin and Ruth 
Region 2 Planning Commission 
Wellman, Keith 
Yamarino, Tony and Barbara 
Wawiernia, Daniel 
1543, TOPS 
L. Mawby Winery 
Allred, Ed and Sandy 
Bice, Melissa and Adam 
Chateau Grand Traverse 
Dietz, Ruth Ann 
Emmons, Joan 
Howe, Susan 
Kennedy, Jennifer 
Lee, KT and Susan 
Lewis, Garry & Jean 
McCormick, David & Sheryl 
Parker, John & Delores 
Vandenburgh, Patrice 
Wittenberg, Sherry 
Anderson, Mary 
Bacik, Julianne 
Beggar's Banquet 
Biddinger, Melissa 
Biskupski, Mark 
Bolenbaugh, Holly 
Cantin, Stephanie 
Collins, Rebecca 
Crider, Nancy 
Dunkelberg, John and Miguelina 
Echlin, Patrick 
Devine, Emma 
Foster, Christine 
Godlewski, Stan and Deb 
Hartsuff, Deborah 
Henley, Daniel 
Jackson County Clerk 

Adopt-a-Family Campaign 
 

19 families (53 adults and 
children) were adopted by 15 

local businesses and individuals 
for Christmas.  

 

An additional 38 children 
receiving services through the 

Jackson County Family Visitation 
Center were also adopted, 
receiving gifts and clothing. 
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Program Services 
Counseling Services  

168 survivors of  domestic and sexual violence received crisis   
support through individual counseling services, and support  
groups.  
 
Our counselors provide support to survivors shortly after a       
traumatic event, and focus on building the individual’s capacity to 
heal.   
 

 
 

146 adults and 104 children received individual advocacy such as   
assistance with housing, employment, economic empowerment  
skills,  childcare resources, transportation, and referral to other   
community resources through residential services.  
 
162 adults and children seeking remedies through the courts           
received legal advocacy services, including court accompaniment, 
victim notification, outreach, safety planning or referrals.  
 
AWARE received 43 calls from Henry Ford Allegiance Health and  
provided support to nine survivors seeking medical care or        
forensic exams.  
 

Education and Outreach   
 

AWARE, Inc. provides community awareness on domestic and  
sexual violence issues to area schools, colleges, community      
centers, service groups, social service agencies, churches, and  
during events. We reached over 2,300 adults and students 
through 40 presentations.  

Individual and Systems Advocacy  
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Program Services 
Collaboration  

AWARE is active in collaborative efforts to address social justice, 
and ending poverty and homelessness in Jackson County. The 
agency participates in the following collaborative workgroups:  
 

• Jackson County Continuum of Care 

• Human Services Coordinating  Alliance 

• Emergency Needs Coalition 

• Legal Services of South  Central  Michigan Jackson Advisory 
Board 

• Financial Stability Network 

• Strategic Doing Housing  Workgroup 

• Business and Professional Women’s Network 

• Cross-network Community Engagement Team 

• Jackson College Sexual Assault  Prevention, Education and 
Progress  

• Regional Sexual Assault Therapy Clinic 

• Community Action Agency Housing 

• MI SART Coordinators  

• Emergency Needs Coalition 

• State Innovation Model, Clinical-community Linkages 

• Michigan Department of Health and Human Services,         
Division of Victim Services Agency Directors 

• Jackson Co. Health Department, Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Initiative 
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Government Grants  
U. S. Department of Justice, Office of Violence Against Women  
Justice for Families grant (Jackson County sub recipient)  $151,373 
 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 

• Michigan Domestic Violence Prevention and Treatment Board     
Domestic Violence Comprehensive  Services                  $ 118,402 

    Domestic Violence Emergency Services               $  55,574 
    (MSHDA)     
    STOP (Services, Training, Officers & Pros.)          $  38,479  

• Michigan Crime Victim Services Commission (VOCA) $314,646 
 

Private Grants  
• Jackson Community Foundation $   10,000 

• The Hurst Foundation $     7,500   

• Bill and Vi Sigmund Foundation $ 7,500 

• Consumers Energy Foundation $      5,500 

• Natalie Field Foundation $     5,000 

• Anonymous $     5,000 

• Louis Glick Memorial & Charitable Trust $     4,000 

• Mabel Harris Charitable Trust $  4,000 

• Gaynell Fausell Charitable Trust $  3,000 

• Allan B. Copley Charitable Trust $     3,000 

• Macchia Family Foundation $     2,000 

• Bob Olson-Kulka Foundation $         500 

• Eugene Rudolph Revocable Living Trust $         500 
 

Contributions & Fundraising  
• United Way  
      Community Solutions Fund and designated                             $  68,968 
   FEMA $  5,108 

• Fundraising/Events $  45,446 

• Contributions/Appeals $102,688 
 

TOTAL REVENUE:    $ 937,456 

Financial Information 2018-19 



Page 16 

 

Financial Information 2018-19 

46% 

60% 

7% 

34% 
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Program Services 
Professional Development  
 

Staff attended over 50 training events for a combined total of 
450 hours of training  on : 
 

• National Organization for Victim Assistance (NOVA) Crisis       
Response  

• ACE (Adverse Trauma Experiences)  

• culturally responsive trauma       
services  

• financial wellness  

• child sexual abuse  

• defense-based advocacy principles  

• sexual assault service delivery best 
practices  

• Eye Movement Desensitization and 
Processing (EMDR) therapy 

• confidentiality and record keeping 

• successful collaboration  

• fair housing and tenant law 

• substance use disorders  

• mental health issues      

• campus sexual assault reporting 
and disciplinary processes 

• housing quality standards  

• working with survivors with        
cognitive and communication           
disabilities  

• working with LBGTIQQ  

• use of language interpreters in sexual assault cases  

• recruitment, retention and onboarding of new employees 

• trauma interviewing/sensorimotor psychotherapy             

• cybersecurity  

• human trafficking 

• shelter rules best practices 

• volunteer recruitment 

State and national 
conferences including: 

 

National Sexual Assault 
Conference: Beyond the 

Breakthrough 
 

Michigan Coalition to 
End Domestic & Sexual 

Violence Annual 
Conference: Lasting 

Change 
 

National Institute for 
SART Leaders 

 

Inspire Action for Social 
Change, Supervised 

Visitation Immersion 
Training  

 

Batterer Intervention 
Services Coalition of 

Michigan International 
Conference: 
Kaleidoscope  
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Sexual Assault Awareness Month  

Events  

Our annual Volunteer & Donor Recognition event took place 
April 10, 2019 at the HUB Teen Center.   
 

John Willis ,  Director of the Martin Luther King Community  Cen-
ter and Neighborhood Outreach for the City of Jackson, was 
guest speaker.  Honorees recognized for their contributions  to  
the mission of AWARE, Inc. were: 
 

2019 Individual Honorees  

Lisa Fairbanks, on-call volunteer 

Lisa Rumler, volunteer/intern 
 

2019 Corporate/Business Honorees 

Consumers Energy 
 

Pictured (l-r) Lisa Fairbanks, Andrea Rumler 

and Carolyn Bloodworth 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month  

The AWARE, Inc. 8th annual event, “Men Who 
Cook”  was held on October 17, 2018 at the Com-
monwealth Commerce Center. Bart Hawley, Mas-
ter of  Ceremonies, was joined by a host of new 
and returning chefs who competed for in three 
categories: Big Tipper, Most Creative Workstation, 
and Peoples Choice! 

 

The Men Who Cook included:  
Michael Brown, Jackson Area Transportation Authority 
Scott Clow, Jackson Radio Works 
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Sherry Piepkow    Melissa Taylor 
Samantha Rand    Olivia Taylor 
Parker Razelun    Meghan Thiel 
Kenzie Reason    Rob Tuthill  
Ben Redmond    Lanni Velasco-Cook  
Erin Rendel    Joann Walker 
Stacey Richardson   Susan Weiderball 
Kara Rider    Bonnie White 
Rachel Ritter    Kelly Wyers 
Betty Romain    Ashley Zuzelski 
Bonnie Roth 
Darby Rowley 
Andrea Rumler 
Stephanie Schwab-Ulfig 
Jordyn Sherwood 
Sally Sherwood 
Beth Skowronski 
Hollie Stephens 
 
 
  

Volunteerism  

Program Services  

Thank you! 

Jennifer Dale Photography and crew host a summer picnic for 

shelter residents with food and games for the children. 



Page 14 

 

Volunteerism  

Program Services  

Madison Basham 
Melissa Bliss 
Marie Bonkowski 
Chris Boulter 
Hailey Brown 
Adrienne Cognata 
Consumer's Energy employees 
Grayce Cook 
Jessica Cook 
Lillian Cook 
Jessica Crownden 
Camryn Culbert 
Jennifer Dale 
Matthew Dale 
Makayla Davenport 
Kathy Davis 
Amanda Eickhoff 
Denise Ellison 
Lindsey Erb 
Lisa Fairbanks 
Jason Flewelling 
Joanne 
Lori Foroozandeh 
Miquela Frandle 
Joy Gebhardt 
Elicia Gorski 
Kari Gremore 
Rebekka Green 
Derek Hadfield 
Kaithlyn Hale 

Kaitlyn Hayes 
Angela Hebert 
Pamela Henry 
Alivia Higgins 
Amy Higgins 
Cameron Hohman 
Tammy Hopp 
Desiree Hughes 
Jackson Association of Realtors/
Young Professionals Network 
Heather Johnstone 
Hunter Johnston 
Kendall Johnstone 
Michelle Keagle 
Molly Kennedy 
Grace Kerr 
Christine Kirchberg 
KT Snyder 
Terry Langston 
Holly Lippman 
Patricia Lynk 
Makenzie McClurg 
Amber McKee 
Joseph Merritt 
Macy Moore 
Steve Morrison 
Jane Murray 
Jessica Pacunas 
Debra Phelps 
Geri Phelps 

Over 85 volunteers and interns provided 6,786 hours of service 
providing crisis services, helping with special events, maintaining 
the grounds, training  and assisting with administration.  

Page 13 

AWARE, Inc. 

Freddie Dancy, Jackson City Council 
Aaron Dimick, Jackson City Council   
Brian Dumont, Family Life Radio 
Davan Gerding, CCC Catering 
Jerard Jarzynka, Jackson County Prosecutor 
Chad Kennedy, Walton Insurance Group 
Steve Morrison, former Board Member AWARE, Inc. 
Mike Paruszkiewicz, O Dats Good BBQ 
William Payne, volunteer 
Ruben Pritchard, Edwards Machining 
Andy Provenzano, WILX News 
James Seagraves, MEGGA XP 
Adam Soper, Bond and Company 
Mike Smajda, Western School District  
 

Over 130 people attended and helped raise 
nearly $9,000 in unrestricted funds for crisis 
services and operations. Special thanks to DJ 
Mike Holiday for providing music, event    
sponsors CCC Catering and Mr. Donald Finelli, 
Great Lakes Graphics, DBI,   Gerdau, Comerica 
Bank, Jack V. Butterfield Investment Co.   
Commonwealth Associates, and all who    
donated gifts for the   auction.                         
Photos courtesy of JTV. 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Peoples’ Choice Winner  

Mike Paruszkiewicz 

Best Theme Winner  

James Seagraves Meggaxp Team 

Big Tipper Winner  

Mike and Chris Smjada 


